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Passover Lambs and Hyssop Branches
by Rev. Scott Andrews

Easter morning is fast approaching.  We here at Murrieta UMC have a full morning planned.  Our youth will lead our
Easter morning SunRise service starting at 6:00 AM.  Please join our young people as they help us to bring in the new
day of God’s love.  Our worship will continue at 9:00 and 11:00 AM.  We will celebrate the resurrection of Christ and
the new life we are offered.
The simple way to remember where Easter will be each year is as follows: Easter is the first Sunday, after the first
full moon, after the first day of Spring.  Simple . . . right?  This means, of course, that Easter moves around (as we all
know).  Now you know why.  There is logic to and symbolism with this important day.
Thank you to everyone who was able to be a part of the Lenten Study this year.  I hope it was as fun and informative
for all of you as it was for me.  For those of you not able to attend this year, we used Adam Hamilton’s book Final
Words from the Cross.  Each week we looked at the last words of Christ from the cross as recorded in the gospels.
One of the chapters we covered included the words “I am thirsty” or “I thirst” depending on the translation of
scripture you use.  This set of “words” uttered by Jesus from the cross come from John’s gospel.  This gospel, written
for non-Jewish people, is steeped in symbolism and mystery for the reader to explore.  This passage is one filled with
symbolism connected to Israel’s past.
John 19:28 reads “After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I
am thirsty.’.” What we discovered in this statement made by Jesus is that Jesus is quoting the psalms.  Psalm 69:21b
says “for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink”. He is offered while on the cross (according to John’s gospel) wine
vinegar after he makes this statement.  This wine is offered to him in a sponge attached to the end of hyssop branch.
But there’s more to John’s symbolism of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross.  During the Last Supper, Jesus never
uses the words of institution as part of the feast.  No where in this gospel does Jesus say, “here is my body broken for
you” or “here is my blood poured out for you”. Instead, he lives these words out through his crucifixion.  Jesus lives
out the sacrifice that the Jews were celebrating during their Passover feast.  And yet the symbolism goes even
deeper.
It is only in John’s gospel that Jesus is referred to as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (John
1:29).  Words uttered by John the Baptist prior the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus then is crucified/sacrificed at
the time of the year (Passover) where lambs are sacrificed to remember the lambs sacrificed in Egypt prior to the
Israelites leaving.  Oh, and what were the Israelites told to use to place the blood of the lambs on their mantle and
doorposts of their homes with . . . hyssop branches.
Jesus is the new Passover lamb.
As we come to Easter morning this year, let us not only celebrate his resurrection, but let us also remember the role
Jesus plays in bringing us to God.

Amen.

In Christ,
Pastor Scott



NOTES FROM THE PANTRY

The community’s continual support for our
pantry is awesome.  Already this year, the library
collected “Food for Fines” throughout the whole
month of February.  The Realtors’ Association
collected food from their neighbors and shared it
among the community pantries.  On March 10 –
11th,  the Tour de Murrieta Bike races returned
to Old Town.  It again featured a children’s race
on Saturday and the kids were encouraged to
bring canned items for the pantry instead of
paying a registration fee.  Even though it was a
rainy day, lots of kids showed up and put cans in
our market basket.  A huge thank you to all who
helped us out.

Several people have asked why we haven’t been
listing items we’d like to have donated each
month.  It seemed like the idea got old and we
didn’t really see much of the items come in, but
we’re willing to give it another try.  The absolute
two favorite items from the choice table are
Spam and Canned Chicken breast.  Both of these
items are too expensive for the pantry budget so
they only appear on the table when someone
donates them.  If you’re thinking of bringing
something for the shopping cart on Easter, either
of those items will make someone happy the
following Friday.

Happy Easter.
The Pantry Team
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You are cordially invited to the

Fifteenth Annual Gala, Golf, and Giving

benefitting the food pantry!

Gala – Dinner and auction - Sunday April 22nd.
Want to enjoy an evening of great food and
festivities? The dinner gala and auction will be
held on Sunday April 22, 2018 at the Bear Creek
Golf Club. The evening starts at 5:00 PM with a
silent auction and opportunity drawings, followed
at 6:00 PM with a delicious Texas Barbeque dinner
- all for $50!! The gala dinner and auction is for
everyone, not just golfers!

Golf – Tournament at Bear Creek Golf Club -
Monday April 23rd.
Want a chance to play one of the premier golf
courses in the valley? Your entry fee covers
prizes, golf, cart, range balls, morning coffee
and rolls and a box lunch for the tournament day
and your dinner and auction at the Saturday
Gala. The registration and auction starts at
9:00 AM with a 10:00 AM shotgun start. Awards
presentation and auction follows at 2:30 PM. $150
per individual. Special packages are available.

Giving – All proceeds benefit the Food Pantry

Now in its eighteenth year of operation, the Food
Pantry provides basic food supplies each week
for 100-150 families. Around the holidays, (Easter,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas), those numbers
increase to 200 per week!

Please consider donating a gift certificate or item
from your business for our auction and/or
opportunity drawing. Auction items and
certificates are needed by Thursday
April 19th. Please see us at the Welcome Center
between services for details.

For more information stop by the Welcome
Center on Sunday for details and entry forms or
contact Bruce Hartwig at
annandbruce347@gmail.com.

Last year the event raised $20,000 for the Food
Pantry, and with your participation and support
we can top that this year.

Thank you for your generosity for this great
cause!

-Your Gala, Golf, and Giving Committee

SONRISERS

The Sonrisers circle of the United Methodist
Women is holding a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on
Saturday night, April 21st from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM
to help send our children and youth to camp and to
SSP! The suggested donation for the dinner is
$10.00 for adults or $25.00 for a family.   Come
join us in Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are available at
the Welcome Center between services.

The Sonrisers is a women’s group who help to
support the youth of our church.   We meet for
breakfast the third Saturday of each month at
8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.   All women are invited
to join us. For more information please contact
Toni Spencer at (619) 504-8950.

Carol Scott
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Happy Easter everyone!  We had a
wonderful Lenten Season in Youth
Ministry!  The Youth completed a Bible
study by Max Lucado entitled “He Chose
the Nails”, they helped package 10,000
meals for hungry people all over the
world with Rise Against Hunger and
served at the Maundy Thursday service!
We look forward to sharing an
incredible Easter Sunrise service with
you at 6:00 AM on Easter morning (April
1st) in the Youth Room and then outside
for a moving sunrise experience!

We’re very excited about our 14
amazing confirmands who are having
such a great time exploring their faith,
four of whom were able to spend the
first weekend in March at Camp Lazy W
at the Bishop’s Confirmation Retreat.
They learned so much about the
confirmation process, made lots of new
friends and met the District
Superintendent and our Bishop.  They
also helped lead in worship with an
amazing praise band and put their faith
into action by helping to pack 10,000
meals with Rise Against Hunger.  It was
a wonderful experience! All our
confirmands would like to send a big
shout of thanks to all their angels who
are showering them with love, prayers
and support!

As Youth leaders we also thank you for
the support you’ve given the
confirmands by leading their
confirmation lessons, by your love and
prayers and for sharing your love of God
with them! It’s wonderful to hear about
your faith journey, your perspective on
the church and being part of a faith
community. We could not do this
process without all of you!  Mark your
calendars for Sunday, May 20th to
welcome them into our congregation
and officially into the Body of Christ as
they take on their faith journey!

Regular Youth Group meetings Sundays
April 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th!
In the love and peace of Christ,

Co-Youth Directors,

Jennifer Jones
(951)239-9220
Kravmamabb@gmail.com

Mandy Allen
(951)536-5817
Mandyallen1216@aol.com

345 Fellowship Group
by Rev. Scott Andrews

Our 345 Fellowship Group is intended for people in their 30s,
40s & 50s and open to individuals and couples alike.  Childcare
will be provided.
Our next gathering is going to be on Saturday, April 21 at 5:30
PM in the Church Fellowship Hall.  We are going to have a
special Jeopardy edition game night with a potluck.  Everyone
is asked to bring a dish to share.

Water, ice tea, and lemonade will be provided.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES
by Rev. Scott Andrews

New member classes will be held in
the Sanctuary on Sundays, April 15 &
22.  Pastor Scott will be leading these
classes for any adult interested in

joining our congregation.  Please contact the church office
at 951-677-6174 to sign up or sign up at the Welcome Center
beginning Sunday, April 1.

Pre-Need Memorial Service Arrangement
Seminar

by Rev. Scott Andrews

One of the most stressful times for many families is the
days immediately following the death of a loved one.
Often, as I have met with families, the wishes and desires
of loved ones for their memorial services are unknown.
Therefore, I would like to offer a solution.

In conjunction with Murrieta Valley Funeral Home, we will
be hosting a Pre-Need Memorial Service Arrangement
Seminar.  This will be a time to gather and look at what it
means to prepare for a memorial service in a no pressure
seminar.  Representatives from the funeral home will be
there to help with this process.  There will also be time to
look at what our church has to offer.

Anyone can attend.  We will have a sign up at the Welcome
Center beginning Sunday, April 15 or contact the Church
office beginning Monday, April 16.

This seminar will be held on Wednesday, May 9 beginning at
11:30 AM.  Lunch will be provided.



MUSICAL NOTES

I trust that you found the Holy
week and Easter Sunday music
meaningful and uplifting.  It
takes willing people of God to
make the beautiful music we

hear in church every Sunday.  If you have an
interest in singing or playing an instrument join
us at Chancel Choir rehearsals Thursdays, from
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in the sanctuary.   There are
opportunities for various instrumentalists to play
solos or with the choir.  If you play an instrument
please contact Wes Scott
(music@murrietaumc.org or 951-676-5377.

Wes Scott
Director of Music

Our Children’s and Family
Ministry’s Easter egg hunt at MUMC
is between services on Sunday,
April 1st from 10:00 AM to 11:00
AM.  This family fun event will
include egg hunts for different age

groups, crafts, and desserts and if you’re looking for
ways to get rid of those empty Easter eggs after our
egg hunt we’ll have a basket outside the narthex at
the Sunday school table on Sunday, April 8th. For
more information please contact Ayesha Sabree-
Sorensen at ayesha@murrietaumc.org.

At 9:00 AM on Sundays all children begin worship
with their parents and are escorted to their Sunday
school classes after the “Children’s Message” except
for the 1st Sunday of the month where they’ll enjoy
worship in the sanctuary with their families. Please
remember to sign your children in and out of Sunday
school for registration and safety purposes.  At the
11:00 AM worship service children remain with their
parents during worship. Nursery care is provided for
children 2 and under for both the 9:00 AM and 11:00
AM services.

Children's and Family Ministry Director
Ayesha Sabree-Sorensen
ayesha@murrietaumc.org
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SHIPWRECKED

SAVE THE DATE !

A summer kids’ event called Shipwrecked
Vacation Bible School will be hosted here at
MUMC from June 18th to June 22th. At
Shipwrecked kids discover that Jesus rescues
them! Kids participate in memorable Bible-
learning activities, sing catchy songs, play
teamwork-building games, make and devour
yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible
adventures, collect Bible Memory Buddies to
remind them of God’s love, and test out
Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and
play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn
to look for evidence of God all around them
through something called God Sightings. Each
day concludes with the Sail Away Sendoff that
gets everyone involved in living what they’ve
learned.

We are also in need of volunteers for this
exciting event! We are looking for youth to
adults to help guide kids on their adventure as
they discover God’s love. Please email Ayesha
Sabree-Sorensen
at Ayesha@murrietaumc.org with any
questions or comments.

Ayesha Sabree-Sorensen
Children's and Family Ministry Director

Week of February 4 $19,087
Week of February 11 $  7,530
Week of February 18 $11,879
Week of February 25 $  9,416
Total $47,912
Needed Monthly $50,190

Bruce Hartwig, Finance Chair
annandbruce347@gmail.com

2018 MONTHLY GIVING FOR FEBRUARY

SCRIP

There are no Scrip sales on
Easter Sunday.

CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY MINISTRY



Joining UMW – Faith, Hope, Love in Action

If you have not yet signed up to become a
member of United Methodist Women, please
prayerfully consider doing so.  Go to the UMW
website, https:/ /
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. Then click
on the blue box that says "my UMW member: click
to add your info and get a membership card." It
will take you to the page to complete
information. If you have problems, contact Maria
Rodriguez at the 212-870-3725, and her email is
mrodriguez@unitedmethodistwomen.org. Our
Murrieta UMW president is Susan Jeffries. Donna
Chamberlain our Communications Coordinator
(dchambarn@verizon.net) will keep you up-to-
date about upcoming events for our local UMW
unit. Ann Reese our Membership Coordinator
(channrees1@verizon.net) wants to know that
you have become a member. Please feel free to
email Donna or Ann with your comments or
questions.

Donna Chamberlain
Communications Coordinator

MURRIETA UNITED METHODIST MEN

The Methodist Men’s group meets the first Saturday
the month at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Our next
meeting is on April 7.  All men of the church are
invited to come and enjoy friendship, reflections and
Christian fellowship with men devoted to being
Disciples of Christ.

We are continuing the weekly book study “Play the
Man: Becoming the Man God Created You to Be” by
Mark Batterson each Sunday in April at 10:15 AM to
10:50 AM in Fellowship Hall room 8.  We can provide a
book if you don’t have one.  If you would like a closer
connection to Christ, the church men of faith, and
come out and join us.

The Methodist Men’s meeting in May is on Saturday,
May 5th.

If you would like more information about the United
Methodist Men please contact our President, Dave
Mathews, at (619) 997-7594 or Chaplain, Andy
Huntington, at (951) 698-3824.

“For many are invited [called], but few are
chosen.”

Matthew 22:14

Do you ever sit down to read your Bible and get
hung up on a particular passage, wondering just
what it means and how it ought to be applied? That
happened to me recently as I was reading these
familiar words of Jesus. I’ve heard and read them
many times, but I suddenly began to see them in a
new way.

My conclusion was that this saying has nothing to do
with predestination—as some have interpreted it—
nor does it mean that only a select few are granted
the opportunity and privilege of working with and
for Jesus. Quite simply, those “invited (or “called,”
depending on your translation) includes everyone.
Those who are “chosen” are those who sacrificially
offer themselves in response to the call, and thus
put themselves in a position to be chosen.

It all has to do with our fundamental identity as
Christians. We become “Christian” when we confess
our faith in Jesus Christ and claim that identity.
The invitation to do that is extended to everyone.
We become among the “chosen” when we go
beyond mere belief to action—when we say, “Use
me, Lord,” and then enthusiastically invest
ourselves in service for God. At that point, our
identity shifts from simply being “called”—to being
a part of the “many”—to being among the
“chosen,” those whose identity is grounded in the
specific ways in which we are in service with and
for Jesus.

It requires intentionality and determination to go
beyond the general to the specific. If that’s a
transition you have yet to make, here’s my
invitation:

Pray. Say “yes” not just to belief in God and
saving faith in Jesus, but to being in active
service. Be sincere about letting God speak
to you about how you might best be used.

Explore options. Find out what specific
ministry opportunities are being offered in
and through the church and in the wider
community.

Say “Yes.” Enlist yourself in a way of being
in ministry and service that potentially
appeals to you.

Evaluate. See how it goes. Determine
whether this particular ministry is a good fit
or whether you ought to look further.

Recommit or refocus. Invest yourself as
fully as possible in either this ministry or
another one to which God may direct you.

Feel free to give me a call if you’d like to talk
about how any of this might apply to you.

Pastor Tom
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Our Mission to the Prince of Peace
church in Colonia Santo Nino is doing
quite well.  In February, Tom
Pilkington took members of La Roca,
a Spanish speaking congregation
from San Bernardino, who had heard
about our work in Mexico, to visit
the Colonia.  A group of 30 youth
and adults visited the homes in the
neighborhoods surrounding the
church praying with them  and
encouraging them to join us in a hot
dog luncheon with all the fixings.
We had about 75 families come.
Prayers and excitement was evident
everywhere. This is the third meal
serving at least 150 to 200 people at
this church in the last year!

GOODBYE TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Good Evening to all, just wanted to take time to send this
out to all my brothers and sisters that I have had the
pleasure of serving as an Usher with for the past few years,
I really have enjoyed being a part of a group that has given
much to services each Sunday and want to Thank each one
of you for your time and effort in serving on your
designated Sundays and filling in when I needed someone
to help cover on those special occasions for Memorial and
Funeral Services. I know you all will continue to serve the
Church and help Ron Smith continue the Usher Service on
each Sunday.
I really appreciate all the support you gave me, I will miss
The Church Family that I have come to know and Love here
at MUMC, and will be back to visit and would hope that if
any of you are ever in the Cumming, Georgia area you
would let me know and if you need a place to stay you are
always welcome.
My new Address is 7940 Gracen Dr Gainesville, GA
30506. My cell number and email remain the same so drop
a line every once in a while.

May God Bless and Keep each and every one of you and
your families.  It has been my honor to serve with you all.

Don and Maryann Jones
don.jones11@verizon.net
951-217-2949.

In GOD We Trust
GOD Bless America
One Nation Under GOD

SCOTT MISSIONARIES

We had a wonderful visit with our Missionaries Mike and
Becky Scott and their children Kenneth and Laura.   We
rejoice with them that the translation of the New
Testament  into the Oroko language is now complete!
They are home in Canada for a year of sabatical and
rejuvenation.    Please read their latest newsletter at
https://worldteam.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=73e384986a6cb6ee03c7ff174&id=b22fa9d012&e=3b060d
4515

Our church supports the Scott Ministry by sending $250.00
each month.  If you would like to make a personal
donation simply write Scot Missionaries in the memo line
on your check.  For more information contact Wes or Carol
Scott (951) 676-5377.

GUATEMALA MISSION
PROJECT

Ruth O’Neill and Carol Conger-
Cross will be here on Sunday, May
6 selling beautiful handmade items
made by Guatemalan natives.  For
over 20 years the Guatemala
Mission Project, has helped to
provide medical care, dental
services, homes for widows,
schools, classrooms, medical and
dental clinics, and wood efficiency
stoves.
Each year one or more teams go to
Guatemala not only to work as
construction and medical teams,
but to share the love of God with
others.  This summer teams will
again be installing wood efficiency
stoves.
For more information please
contact Wes or Carol Scott  at
951-676-5377.
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COLONIA

PET MINISTRY

We are celebrating National Pet
Day at MUMC!  Rescue groups will
be here from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
on Saturday, April 14th.  Many pets
needing forever homes are waiting
for their special family not only at
shelters but also with rescue
groups.  Come and visit with them
whether or not you’re considering
adopting one.  We would rejoice
with you if you were to find that
special one to love.  Invite your
friends and neighbors, too!
Linda Yankie
Missions Pet Ministry
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4/1 Julia Rivera

4/2 Eula Anyiwo

4/2 Scott Spence

4/3 Diane Maccarrone

4/4 Bonnie Berry

4/4 Marsha Ellingboe

4/4 Gene Rutherford

4/5 Elyse Gingrich

4/6 Kimberly Holcomb

4/7 Doug Gingrich

4/7 JC Hansen

4/7 Ayesha Sorensen

4/8 Aiden Malcolm

4/8 Logan Malcolm

4/9 Tai Faafetai

4/9 Porter Hanlon

4/9 Judy Macdonald

4/9 Carol Scott

4/13 Mallory Barr

4/13 Afi Noa

4/13 Brandon Noa

4/14 Rachel Mathews

4/14 John Whalen

4/16 Candace Saxman

4/16 Lila Scola

4/17 Maurice Landford

4/18 Elva Kopplin

4/19 Lindsay Moenho

4/20 Debbie Hanlon

4/22 Tommy Boone

4/24 Rosalie Hornbuckle

4/25 Nicole Kohrmann

4/30 Heather Johnston

4/30 Bob Laugalis

4/4 37 years Jim & Linda Mason

4/9 58 years Bob & Sandee Beam

4/11 37 years Tom & Lynne Mathews

4/12 33 years Dave & Sheryl Mathews

4/16 21 years Coley & Karen Candaele

4/16 52 years Don & Mary Ann Jones

4/16 16 years Gary & Carolyn Smith

4/22 46 years Alvaro & Adeline Jackson

4/22 29 years John & Karri Whalen



Sunday Education Schedule
9:00 AM: Pre-K - 5th grade Sunday school,

Fellowship Hall, following the Children’s Message
9:00 AM: Jr. High Sunday school, Youth room,

following the Children’s Message
1st Sunday of the month: Pre K-5th and Jr. High
worship with their families in the Sanctuary
9:00 AM: Sr. High Worship, Sanctuary

Regular Youth Group: 12:00 PM—2:30 PM, Youth
Room

**Nursery and Child Care are available 8:45 AM
to 12:15 PM

MURRIETA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
24652 ADAMS AVE.
P.O. Box 602 , 92564
MURRIETA, CA 92562

Loving God, Loving Others, Serving People

Return Service Requested

A Monthly Publication
Editor: Judy Gilmore
Deadline: Fri. April 13rd

(Due by Noon)

E-Mail articles to
judyg@murrietaumc.org

Office Phone: 951-677-6174
Office Fax:   951-698-1794

OFFICE HOURS
M-TH  8:30AM-3:30PM

REGULAR
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.


