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the ground.  As we were checking out of the hotel, my 
mother and brother and I sat in the lobby of the hotel as 
my dad was checking us out.  I noticed that near the lobby 
there was a bar with small area with pinball machines.  I 
also noticed that there was a man in the area with the 
pinball machines kneeling near the end of one of the ma-
chines.  At first, I thought he was working on the machine.  
I looked closer and saw that he wasn’t dressed for winter 
and that he also had a large backpack next to him on the 
floor.  Then I realized that he was praying.  He then 
crossed himself and stood up.  He next took a basket of 
popcorn that was on top of the pinball machine right in 
front of him and emptied the day-old popcorn into his 
handkerchief and put it into his backpack.  He then looked 
from side to side and quickly left. 
 
I didn’t realize what I had seen at the time.  At that point 
in my life, I didn’t realize that the man was homeless and 
desperate for food.  When I was finally told that he was 
homeless and that that might be his only meal for the 
day, I began to feel my heart ache.  I couldn’t understand 
the circumstances of how someone might find themselves 
in such a situation nor did I fully appreciate the magni-
tude of his gratitude until I was much older. 
 
I haven’t thought of that experience in a long time.  I 
think on it now and realize the many things I must be 
grateful for.  I give thanks to God for the blessings that I 
have received. I give thanks to God for placing within me 
the desire to reach out to those also in need and for the 
desire to fulfill the calling of Christ “to feed my sheep”.  I 
give thanks also that God has placed us in a church that 
has made reaching out to those in need as a top priority. 
 
As we continue in this year to reach out more and more, 
let us give thanks for the memories that move us and help 
us to reach out with the love and compassion of Christ.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Scott 
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BLESSING THE POPCORN 
by Rev. Scott Andrews 
 

Some experiences 
stay with us for a 
life time . . . wheth-
er we know it or 
not. 
Millie and I are 
fans of a TV show 
that has in its 
opening credits the 
skyline of the city 
of Chicago.  Millie 
asked me once “is 

that really Chicago?”  It was.  I then told her that 
I had been there three times in my life.  The sec-
ond and third times were during the summer of 
1989 when I went to the East coast to work at 
summer camp in Massachusetts.  I had travelled 
by bus through Chicago both on the way there and 
then on the way back.  The first time, however, 
had a moment within it that resurfaced as Millie 
and I spoke. 
 
Growing up in a small town in South Dakota we 
didn’t have homeless people.  Occasionally we 
would have people who “drifted through” on their 
way somewhere, but there wasn’t a permanent 
homeless population.   
 
When I was in the sixth grade my family made a 
trip to Florida to go to Disneyworld.  We took two 
weeks and drove there and back.  On the return 
trip, we travelled through Chicago on our way to 
Minneapolis, MN before returning home.  I re-
member we stayed in a hotel in downtown Chica-
go.  It was early December and there was snow on 



The earth is the

 Lord’s, and all 

its fullness, 

The world and 

those who dwell 

therein. 

2 For He 

has founded it 

upon the seas, 

And established 

it upon 

the waters.  

 

Psalm 24:1-2 

2018 Advent Study 
By Rev. Scott Andrews 

 
The 2018 Advent Study for Murrieta UMC will begin 
on Monday, November 5th.  We will again have two 
groups.  Both groups (9:30 AM & 7:00 PM) will meet 
in the Youth Room.  We will be using the book 
Christmas from the Backside by Rev. J. Ellsworth 
Kalas as our source material.   
 
Sign up at the Welcome Center beginning Sunday, 
October 7th.  Copies of the book will be available to 
pick up at the Welcome Center between services 
beginning Sunday, October 21st or in the Church 
Office. 

with others about their faith, Christians are 
remarkably closed-mouthed. Even such a simple, 
yet potentially life-giving, act as inviting a friend 
or family member to church seems to take more 
courage than many people can muster. 
 
Yet there are just as many surveys indicating 
that people who are not yet involved in a church 
are quite open to being invited and that “pre-
Christians” are at least interested—and often 
eager—when it comes to talking with you about 
your faith. One man reported, with some 
embarrassment, a conversation he had with a 
golfing buddy after he told him that he couldn’t 
play on a Sunday morning because he would be 
at church. The man said, “I don’t know what that 
church of yours is all about, but you sure do keep 
it to yourself. I don’t know how many times I’ve 
invited you to go golfing on Sunday, but you’ve 
never once invited me to go to church!” 
 
The Alban Institute surveyed newcomers in 22 
congregations across the country, asking among 
other things, “What brought you to this church?” 
Eighty-six percent said they were invited by a 
friend or family member. The lesson is pretty 

Speak Up 
 
Following up on my August article about Ruthie Taylor and her 
ministry of inviting others to come to church with her, I want to 
share with you this month some revealing and disturbing 
statistics regarding evangelism. George Barna, generally 
regarded to be the dean of church statisticians, found in one of 
his surveys that only 35% of Christians believe they have a 
responsibility to spread the good news of new life in Christ by 
sharing their faith with others. That leaves 65% who don’t 
believe they have that responsibility; and I think it’s safe to say 
not even all of the 35% actually do it.      
 
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus several times instructs his disciples to 
“tell no one.” In its original context, that apparently has to do 
with timing; but someone has noted that that’s the one 
commandment most Christians have perpetually kept. Barna’s 
is not the only survey to reveal that, when it comes to talking 

obvious. The field is ripe for harvest 
(John 4:35); and the Bible’s promise 
is that the Holy Spirit goes before us 
to prepare the way, and within us to 
give us the words to speak. All we 
have to do is seize the moment and 
open our mouths. 
 
  Pastor Tom 



 
MISSIONS 

2018 Las Posadas (Christmas 
Celebration)  

 
The Las Posadas (Christmas) 
Celebration that we sponsor 
has been a rousing success 
for the years we have 
participated. In short, we walk through 
the streets of the Colonia behind a 
reindeer (actually, an SUV with the 
back hatch open playing music) and 
walk through the community.  As more 

and more people follow us through the streets we 
encourage them to join us at the church for 
lunch, a short worship service and children’s gifts 
giving.  This is where you come in.  To make this 
program work we need your help in donating the 
toys to be given out. We estimate around 150 
children will attend. The older boys will get soccer 
balls (We appreciate any monetary donations 
because we buy them in bulk).   Toys for the 
younger children such as puzzles, dolls, small toy 
trucks, model planes, etc. are also appreciated   
Donations of unwrapped toys need to be at 
MUMC no later than Sunday, December 9th.  
 
The Missions Team will leave for Colonia on 
Friday, December 7th  and return home on 
Sunday, December 9th. You are invited to join us.   
The Las Posadas takes place on Saturday, 
December 8th.  It is one of the big impacts we 
make with our friends in Mexico and a joy to see 
the smiles of the kids and their families. 
 
Please contact Tom Pilkington at 
tompilkingtom@gmail.com or Meg Matthews  
mail@megmatthews.com  
for more information. 

 
 
 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEART  
 

 
If you don’t fit in with the 345 (30s, 40s, and 50s) 
group but are looking for some friends to socialize 
with, this is the group for you! Those of us who have 
graduated from the 345’s are invited to join us for 

either a potluck in Fellowship Hall or an event out in the 
community on the second Saturday of each month.  On Saturday, 
October 13th we’re going to the March Field Air Museum.  
Admission is $10 (visit their web site at https://
www.marchfield.org/). Those who want to car pool can meet on 
the south side of fellowship hall near the double doors at 9:00 
AM.  We’ll all meet at the Museum at 9:45 AM. Join us for lunch 
afterwards! Everyone is  invited!  For more information please 
contact Carol Scott at 951-676-5377.  
 
Please RSVP to Susan Jeffries at 951 -522-5429.     

BEING THANKFUL AS A FAMILY OF GOD 
 
Come ye Thankful People Come, raise the 
song of harvest home! 
 
On Sunday, November 18th, our congregation 
will have the opportunity to express our 

thanks to God for all He provides when we dedicate our 2019 
Pledges and Tithes during the worship service.  Following that 
service, (there will be only one service at 10:00 AM that Sunday) 
we will join as a church family in House Fellowship Hall and 
enjoy a Church Brunch meal together.  A menu has been set: 
we’ll enjoy brunch casseroles, sweet rolls and coffee cake.  You 
may choose what you would like to bring by coming to the 
Welcome Center starting Sunday, October 21st.   
  
Do you have questions? Excited to be part of the serving team? 
Please call Candace Saxman at 310-283-9249 or Lynne Mathews 
at 951-294-0884 

RANCHO DAMACITAS 
MISSION PROJECT 

 
We were asked to help the 
Rancho Damacitas facility in 
Temecula convert a 
playground built for older 
kids to a playground focused 
on “little tots”. I am proud to 

say that the project is now complete thanks to 
contributions and volunteer hours from all of you. 
We were also joined by the Temecula UMC and the 
Grace Presbyterian Church who contributed both 
money and volunteers.   

The Holidays are just around the corner so it is time 
to “think ahead”.  SCRIP is an easy to use and 
welcome gift for your family and friends. We keep a 
wide variety of Gift Cards on hand and have a list of 
many others available as a special order.  Think 

ahead and keep in mind how expensive postage is.   Avoid the last 
minute rush and help our church at the same time.   We have card 
selections at $10 and up so check your budget—and Santa’s wish 
list for your friends and family!   
  
Questions?  Call Nancy McNally at 951-696-1898 and I can check 
our extensive special order list for you or check with me at the 
Welcome Center on Sunday mornings. 

SCRIP 

mailto:tompilkingtom@gmail.com
mailto:mail@megmatthews.com
https://www.marchfield.org/
https://www.marchfield.org/


 
MURRIETTA CHURCH HAS A NEW CHURCH 

GIVING APP!! 
 
The Finance Committee is excited to share with you a 
new way to give to Murrieta United Methodist Church 
by using your smart phone.  To get started, download 
“GivePlus Church” app for free from the App Store or 
Google Play.  Simply search for “GivePlus Church” to 
quickly find and download the app. You can now easily 
make donations directly from your smart phone using 
your debit/credit card or checking/savings account. 
 
You can choose to donate as a guest or set up an 
account that allows you to securely and conveniently 
schedule recurring donations and manage your giving 
history.  If you already give online through the church 
website, your ID will be your email address and the 
password you used when setting up the online giving.  
If you do not remember your password, you can 
request to set up a new one.  We hope you enjoy this 
new way to contribute to the church’s ministry, and 
thank you for your support.  If you have any questions 
or need help, please contact Denise Guilliams, 
Bookkeeper at 951-677-6174 Tuesday – Thursday or 
email at denise.murrietaumc@gmail.com 

 
PAGES CIRCLE 

 
 
 Our book for November will be on 50 Women Every 
Christian Should Know:  Learning From Heroines Of The 
Faith by Michelle DeRusha.  All books read by PAGES are 
part of the national United Methodist Women’s Reading 
Program. Call Donna Chamberlain  at 951-696-1190 for 
more information.  All women of the church are 
welcome. 

UMW HOLIDAY NEWS 
 
Help us help others keep their feet 
warm!!!  The Murrieta United Methodist 
Women will be collecting new socks for 
all ages and for both males and females 

at this year’s Annual Women’s Christmas Tea.  The socks 
will be donated to the United Methodist Safe Harbors 
Network in San Diego. 
 
Tickets for the December 2nd Ladies Christmas Tea go on 
sale on Sunday, November 4th at the Welcome Center and 
tickets will be available through Sunday, November 25th at   
$10 per person.  We are also seeking table hostesses.  
Female youth 12 years and older are most welcome to 
attend this special event. There will be some great 
entertainment and delicious treats. While the tea will start 
at 6:00 PM, all are encouraged to arrive earlier to gander 
at the beautifully decorated tables. 
 
For more information, contact Toni Spencer at             
619-504-8950 or Millie Andrews at 951-314-7388. 
 
Donna Chamberlain 
Communications Coordinator 

 

 

  Giving 

August 5 $18,635 
August 12 $6,628 

August 19 $7,250 

August 26 $6,144 

TOTAL 

  
$38,657 

    
   
Needed Monthly  
  $53,365  

Difference ($14,708) 

  
  
    

 
    
If you have any questions, please contact 
Bruce Hartwig, Finance Chair at 
annandbruce347@gmail.com 

MONTHLY GIVING FOR AUGUST 

SUNRISERS 
 

Sonrisers is again sponsoring the Annual 
MUMC Chili Cook Off Contest!  Bring your 
best chili for all to taste!  We would love 
to sample your spicy or non-spicy 
treasured family recipe on Saturday, 

November 3.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center. We 
need those of you who want to enter chili as well as those 
of you who would fellowship with us and share this meal of 
chili or soup, salad, corn bread, and dessert.   Please join us 
from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.  At 5:00 PM 
awards will be presented in 3 different categories:  
Spiciest!  Tastiest!  Most Methodist!  Proceeds from the Chili 
Cook-Off will go towards camperships for our MUMC 
children and youth to help with the cost of summer camp or 
SSP.   Tickets are available for a donation of $10.00 each 
with a maximum of $25 per family.  They will be on sale 
between services and after the 11:00 AM service on 
Sundays, October 14th, 21st, and 28th.  Please call Toni 
Spencer at  
619-504-8950 if you have any questions. 

mailto:denise.murrietaumc@gmail.com


 
 

Finally, brothers and 

sisters, whatever is 

true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is 

right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is 

lovely whatever is 

admirable—if 

anything is excellent 

or praiseworthy-think 

about such things.  

 

Philippians 4:8 

opportunity to pick up some information about 
the coming year. Please see the Children’s and 
Family Ministry Director Ayesha Sabree at the 
Sunday school table Sunday morning located in 
front of the sanctuary for more information. or 
contact her at Ayesha@murrietaumc.org. 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
 
Sunday school registration is now open. Please 
stop by our Children’s and Family Ministry Director 
Ayesha Sorensen at the Sunday school table to 
register. The Sunday school table is located inside 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

 
Please join us October 28th for our Harvest Festival and 
Trunk-or-Treat. Here at MUMC Children’s and Family Ministry 
team is taking over the property with all the favorites again. 
In-N-Out burgers, bull riding, crafts, a petting zoo, and much 
more. The Harvest Festival starts at 4:00 PM and ends with 
our Trunk-or-Treat from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM. Remember to 
wear your tasteful costumes and bring your treat bags to 
this fun, safe family friendly event. We are also looking for 
participants and vehicles for our Trunk-or-Treat. All you 
need is a creative decorated trunk and some individually 
wrapped candy and goodies to pass out. Sign-ups are 
located at the Sunday school table in front of the sanctuary. 
For more information please contact Children’s and Family 
Ministry director Ayesha Sorenson at (951) 370-9285 or 
ayesha@murrietaumc.org. 
 
 
 

RECAP OF FALL KICK OFF 
 
Last month we celebrated the start of a new Sunday school 
year at MUMC with our Fall Kick Off. We were thrilled to 
introduce Sunday school teachers Jenna Hemmenway-
Hudson, June Rivera, Judy McDonald, Janice Breuer, and 
Deedee Warden during worshipservice.  There was a 
scavenger hunt and a burger bash.  It was also an excellent 

the Narthex just as you enter the 
sanctuary doors. It’s important that 
we have your children’s updated 
information as to keep them safe. 

mailto:Ayesha@murrietaumc.org
mailto:ayesha@murrietaumc.org


THE GREATEST COMMANDMANT  

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 

Sadducees, the Pharisees got 

together.  One of hem, an expert in 

the law, tested him with this question 

“Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?”   

Jesus replied: ”Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.  

This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  And the second is 

like it: “Love your neighbor as 

yourself. All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

Matthew 22: 34-40 

NOTES FROM THE PANTRY 
 
 We certainly have lots to be thankful for this year.  The golf 
tournament was wonderfully successful and people continue to 
make generous donations to the pantry account so that we are able 
to provide more necessities for our families.  It doesn’t seem 
possible but it’s already time to think about Thanksgiving bags.    It 
has become such a very special tradition for our congregation to 
donate these bags to our food pantry families that we are asking 
you to help us again this year. This is a wonderful treat and our 
families begin asking about them well before November.  The Food 
Pantry Team is handing out the shopping lists for the bags on 
Sundays, October 28th and November 4th.  We ask that you put 
items in a sturdy re-usable bag and attach the list to the outside of 
the bag.  Last year many of you shopped the $Tree or 99 Cents 
Store and added Thanksgiving themed napkins or pot holders which 
really made the bags look festive.  The filled bags need to be 
returned to church on by November 11th so they can be handed out 
Friday, November 16th (the Friday before Thanksgiving) this year.   
 
Our friends at the LDS Church are planning to do the bags at 
Christmas, so we can put all our energy into making up special 
Thanksgiving bags.  It’s a special time for us to count our blessings 
and to share with others. 
 
Blessings, 
The Pantry Team 

 

 
It’s fall!  And with fall comes our youth Fall 
Retreats, Harvest Festival, Burger Bash and our 
Youth Service!  We are so excited about the 
spiritual growth, the fun and fellowship, and the 
chance to share our faith with our church 
family!!!  We’re excited about hosting our 
upcoming 3rd annual Lip Sync Battle On Sunday, 
October 14th  in our sanctuary at 2:00 PM to 4:00 
PM with the Youth Groups from all over Southern 
California.  We hope that you’ll join us for 
wonderful time of fellowship and laugher.  Keep 
your eyes peeled for our Lip Sync Battle promo 
video! 
  
On Sunday, October 7th the youth will hold a 
Burger Bash, on the lawn between the sanctuary 
and the youth room, to raise funds for youth 
mission trips.  For a small donation you get a 
hamburger or cheeseburger, chips and a drink.   
 
Thank you for supporting youth ministry. 
 
In the love of Christ, 
MUMC Co-Youth Directors 
 
 

 
Mandy Allen 
(951)536-5817 
Mandyallen1216@aol.com 

 
UMCOR-HURRICAN FLORENCE 

 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) is 
responding to the needs of the people after the 

devastating effects of the hurricanes in South Carolina. You can help 
this effort by donating to UMCOR.  Please make your check payable to 
UMCOR, with the notation “Advance #901670” and place it in the 
offering plate. 
 
Thank you for your caring hearts. 

Jennifer Jones 
(951)239-9220 
Kravmamabb@gmail.com 

mailto:Mandyallen1216@aol.com
mailto:Kravmamabb@gmail.com


10/1 Dave Lower 
10/2 Mavis Akiyoshi 
10/2 Betty Vandruff 
10/3 Kevin Huntington 
10/3 Toni Jensen 
10/3 Frank Wulf 
10/5 Chris Esber 
10/5 Dave Mathews 
10/7 Trinity Alcazar 
10/7 A.J. Aquino 
10/9 Skylar Sorensen 
10/10 Jenny Alcazar 
10/10 Emma Harris 
10/10 Gini  Knowles 
10/11 Len Jensen 
10/15 Sarah Hansen 
10/16 Bob Beam 
10/16 Jaycie Dennison 
10/16 Louis Lockard 
10/16 Brianna Noa 
10/17 Joe Rhodes 
10/20 Tom Berger 
10/20 Bryan Dauz 
10/20 Susan Shadwick 
10/21 Matt Blanck 

10/21 Reiza Navarro 
10/22 Tom Mathews 
10/23 Karl Liechty 
10/25 Mike Knowles 
10/25 Vickie Mantecon 
10/25 Dianne Muras 
10/25 Carl Noblitt 
10/27 Joyce Okey 
10/27 Nick Radcliffe 
10/28 Wes Scott 
10/29 Renato Navarro 
10/30 Josh Gonzales 

10/15 30 years Ed & Susan Carmichael 
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 Reminder 
 
Please send all church correspondence 
to: 

PO BOX 602 
MURRIETA, CA 92564 

Do no harm  

Do good  

Stay in Love with God  Return Service Requested 

 

Youth Upcoming events: 

Sunday, Oct. 7th- Burger Bash  

Fri., Oct. 19th-Sun., Oct. 21st-Jr. High Fall Retreat 

Sunday, Oct. 21st-Senior High Youth Group 12-3pm 

Sunday, Oct. 28th- Harvest Festival 4-7pm (no regular 
youth group) 

Fri., Nov. 30th-Sun., Dec. 2nd- Senior High Fall Retreat 

Fri., Dec. 7th-Sun., Dec. 9th-Las Posadas mission trip to 
Mexicali 

Saturday, Dec. 15th –Sun., Dec. 16th 30 Hour Famine 

Sunday, Dec. 16th- Youth Progressive Dinner 


