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Salt of the Earth
By Rev. Scott Andrews

“You are the salt of the
earth; but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer
good for anything but is
thrown out and trampled
underfoot.
– Matthew 5:13

“The Sermon on the Mount is
perhaps the greatest sermons
preached by perhaps one of the
best preachers around!”
A
seminary professor once said this –
tongue in cheek of course – to a
class I was a part of. Of course, it
is the great sermon of Jesus. Of
course, Jesus is the great preacher
of the New Testament. And yet,
we all need to spend more time in
this section of Matthew’s gospel
(Matthew 5:1-7:27). Over the next
few months, I’m going to use
selections of this sermon for my
monthly Vine article.
Growing up in South Dakota, one
of the things that happened each
Spring was washing the underside
of your car. This is important as
salt and sand would accumulate on
the underside during the Winter.
“How?” you may ask.
In the
Winter months, especially if there
was a lot of snow and ice on the
roads, salt and sand would be
applied to the roads to help
making driving possible. The main
areas to receive this treatment of
salt
and
sand
were
the
intersections in town. If you didn’t
wash the salt and sand off, it
would corrode the underside. So,

each Spring we washed
underside of our cars.

the

If you’ve ever taken a basic
chemistry class, you know that salt
is a catalyst. It can speed up or
slow down chemical reactions.
Apply salt to ice and it will speed
up the melting process. Put salt in
water and it will slow down the
freezing process (hence applying it
to road ways in the Winter). Add
salt to a pot of water and it will
speed up the boiling process. Salt
is an amazing ingredient to add to
a process. I think that’s part of
why Jesus called us “the salt of the
earth”.
Salt had great value in the time of
Christ. Salt was used as money.
Salt preserved meat.
Salt was
used in healing. Salt was and
important part of the world. I
could of course use these concepts
in support of Jesus’ comment.
However, I want to talk about the
idea that we are compared to salt
as a catalyst because of what
Jesus says in the statement that
follows.
“You are the salt of the earth,”
Jesus said. And then he follows
with what happens if suddenly, we
were to lose our saltiness. We
would be worthless. We would be
of little use. If we as believers in
Christ suddenly lost our ability to
follow Jesus’ example of loving
compassion for the world, we are
worthless. If we suddenly lost our
ability to care for the poor, we are
worthless. If we suddenly lost our
ability to seek justice, we are
worthless. If we suddenly lost our

ability to help others, we are useless. All
these things are the catalysts Jesus showed
us to help bring about the kingdom of God.
And if we were to lose our ability to bring
about the kingdom of God, we are
worthless.
My hope and prayer are that we all keep
our saltiness. That we are the catalyst that
helps bring change into the lives of those
who seek it. Keep your saltiness!
In Christ,
Pastor Scott

Ash Wednesday
By Rev. Scott Andrews

Ash Wednesday will be observed on
Wednesday, March 6th this year. There will
be times to receive ashes as well as
worship with others. The first Imposition of
Ashes will begin at 6:00 AM until 9:00 AM in
the Narthex of the Church. The second
Imposition of Ashes will begin at 11:50 AM
until 1:10 PM again in the Narthex of the
Church.
Our Ash Wednesday Worship Service will
begin in the front of the church with the
burning of last year’s palm branches at 7:00
PM. After the burning of the branches, we
will process into the Narthex where those
who haven’t received ashes yet can do so.
Our service will begin in the Sanctuary after
all who wish to receive ashes have done so.
Communion will be shared during this
service.

2019 Lenten Study
By Rev. Scott Andrews
Our 2019 Lenten Study will begin on
Monday, March 4. We will again have
two groups. The groups will meet at
10:00 AM or 7:00 PM. Both will meet in
the Youth Room. We will be using the
book Easter from the Back Side by Rev.
Dr. J Ellsworth Kalas as our source
material.

MARK SORENSEN TO SPEAK
Murrieta United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men
will have a joint meeting on Sunday, March 10th at 12:15 PM in
order to learn more about Mark Sorensen’s endeavor as a
disaster relief responder with Children’s Disaster Services
which partners with the Red Cross.
Children’s Disaster
Services provides a safe environment for children while their
parents take care of business after a disaster, allowing the
children to play creatively in a way in which they can express
their feelings of fear, loss, etc. As a volunteer, Mark has
already been sent to Northern California during fires, to Florida
after a hurricane, and to Las Vegas after the mass shooting.
Mark is trying to put together a Kit of Comfort which contains
items that will help entertain the children and relieve some
stress and anxiety. Thanks to those who have already
contributed items.
Lunch will be provided to include chicken, potato salad, fruit
salad, and cookies. Childcare will also be available. All
members of the church are welcome.

THE DAYS FOR GIRLS KIT
We are looking for a group of ladies who would like to help
make reusable sanitary supplies for girls in third world
countries. These kits use colorful flannel material and are easy
to make. We are looking for donations for bright, colorful
flannel fabric. (No character or nursery patterns please.) A
group of us will be cutting out the pieces on Wednesday,
March 13 at 9:00 AM in room 4 in Fellowship Hall. We need
people who can take them home and zig zag or serge the
edges so they don’t fray. If you are interested, please contact
Carol Scott at 951-676-5377 or wcscott6@verizon.net. Please
go to https://www.daysforgirls.org/dfg-kits for more
information about this organization.

“Help carry one another’s burdens,
Page 2
and in this way
you will obey the law of Christ.”
Galatians 6:2

Jemina Packington is convinced
that she can foresee the future
using asparagus spurs. The selfproclaimed
“asparamancer”
draws
her
conclusions from the way the spears fall after she
throws them into the air. Being British, she
claims, among other things, that she predicted
Brexit this way. She believes she’s “about 75 to
90 percent accurate. “I go through my
predictions each year,” she said, “and think,
‘Yep, that’s happened’”
I’m not prepared to dispute Ms. Packington’s
prognostications; but the fact is that real life is
full of the unexpected, and a lot of what happens
to us and around us is both unpredictable and
out of our control. Sometimes that’s good. We’re
all blessed from time to time by unforeseen, yet
delightful, surprises. At other times life deals us
blows that are anything from merely unsettling to
absolutely devastating. The fact that I am writing
this article from the comfort(?) of a wheelchair is
testimony to my own experience of life taking a
sudden and undesirable turn for the worse. What
I am also now discovering (or, more accurately,
rediscovering), is the reinforcement of a life
lesson to which I know many of you can testify,
as well.
The lesson is simply this: God has not created us
to get through our life journeys—either the good
parts or the bad parts—on our own. We are
made to be in community, to be connected, to be
in life-giving and life-sustaining relationships.
Among the many other vitally important aspects
of our being together in the body of Christ, the
Church, the fact that we can be lovingly present
for one another is the one I am most celebrating
now. Cards, calls, visits, the meal train—it all
adds up to an incomparable loving presence.
Even as I celebrate being on the receiving end,
and look forward to the day when I can get back
to being more on the giving end, I am
recommitting myself to doing everything I can to
bring more people into this loving, caring
environment. I encourage you to do the same;
because, as we do so, we become mediators not
only of God’s promise of eternal life, but of a
richer and more wonderful life right here and
now.
Pastor Tom

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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Spring is almost here and with
it comes new life and new
hope! We’ve had enough rain
to ensure a beautiful spring this
year!! It makes us think about
these words from Deuteronomy
32:2:
“Let my teaching fall
like rain and my words descend
like dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender
plants.”
We pray that this beautiful season will remind us all to listen to
God’s words, guiding us daily! In preparation for that the youth’s
Lenten Bible study begins on Monday, March 11 th from 6:00 PM 8:00 PM at Starbucks on Madison Ave. in Murrieta. All youth are
invited!
We are also beginning our new theme for youth group! The
Senior High theme is “Direct Message” (our conversations with
God aren’t EXACTLY like a direct message on Instagram, but we
will be discussing how it’s easier than you think!) The Junior High
theme is “”Link” (we’ll explore why and how we pray to God).
Parents, we post very cool conversation ideas for our youth on
our Facebook page “MUMC Youth”. Hard copies are available in
the youth room on Sundays. Ask Mandy & Jenn for more info on
connecting through the Parent Cue app.
Lastly, we invite everyone in the congregation to come to church
HUNGRY on Sunday, March 3rd and enjoy a Youth Burger Bash!
Come feast on delicious hamburgers, hotdogs, veggie burgers,
salads, chips, drinks and all the fixin’s! All your donations will be
used for our 2019 Sierra Service Project where our youth will be
working on the Native American Reservation in Chiloquin,
Oregon!! (Future burger bashes will be April 7th, May 5th and
June 9th!)
Coming up:
Sunday, March 3rd: Burger Bash fundraiser for SSP, All youth in
worship 9-10 AM, Youth choir 11 AM, Youth Group 12-3 PM
Sunday, March 10th: Jr High Sunday School 9 AM, All youth
and parents please join us for a Youth Advisory Council meeting
10-10:45 AM in the youth room, Youth Choir 11:00 AM, Youth
Group 12-3 PM
Youth Lenten Bible Study at M adison Starbuck s in
Murrieta 6-8pm, Mondays, Mar. 11th, 18th, 25th, April 1st, 8th & 15th
Sunday, March, 17th, 24th and 31st: Jr High Sunday school
9am, Youth Choir 11 AM, Youth Group 12-3:00 PM
In the love and peace of Christ,
Your MUMC Youth Directors:
Jennifer Jones
(951)239-9220
Jonesjenn1975@gmail.com
Mandy Allen
(951)536-5817
Mandyallen1216@aol.com

On Sunday, March 24th our youth will
head down to San Diego for the
District Youth Olympics!!
We’ll all
leave at 12:30 PM after we eat lunch,
and return by 7:30 PM. We’re excited
to compete and represent Murrieta
UMC!!!!

PRETZEL SUNDAY – All children pre-k
through 5th grade are welcome to come
for Pretzel Sunday, March 17th 9:00 AM
- 11:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. The
youth will participate and help us as we
make pretzels and learn about the
Lenten and Easter season. There will be
no regular Sunday that day for children
and youth. For more info contact
Ayesha Sorensen
atAyesha@murrietaumc.org
Easter - Don’t forget to bring your
Easter baskets Sunday, April 21st.
Following first service Children’s and
Family Ministry will be hosting an Easter
Egg Hunt. There will be hunts for
different age groups, desserts, and
crafts. Also don’t forget to bring your
empty eggs back the following Sunday
for next year’s hunt! Contact Ayesha
Sorensen
at ayesha@murrietaumc.org or 951-370
-9285 with any questions.
Ayesha Sorensen
Children's and Family Ministry Director
(951)677-6174-Work
(951)370-9285-Cell
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The New Year has started out with more people coming to the pantry but
with more help coming in too. The library always helps us out in February
with “Food for Fines” where overdue book fines can be offset by donating
food for needy families. Since the library is our close neighbor they give
us the food they collect. We also receive food from the Realty Board
which coordinates school drives and delivers food to the local
pantries. These drives really help as the cost of food keeps going up.
The increasing costs make the annual golf and dinner fund raiser at Bear
Creek in May VERY important this year. Last year’s event raised almost
half the pantry’s expenses for the year.
The Sixteenth Annual Golf
and Dinner will be held
May 19, 2019 (Dinner) and
20 (Golf Tournament) at
Golf Club.
The Golf Committee is already well into the planning. Look for the details
in the Golf Tournament article. It really is a fun way to support the Food
Pantry Ministry. With the cold wet weather seeming to go on and on, soup
is a hot item, no pun intended. Please bring a can of Progresso or Chunky
soup for March. It is really touching as the people look at the soup rack,
see a some cans of Progresso among the Winco generic soup, and ask,
“Can I have that Progresso,” as they point to it.
Blessings
The Pantry Team
SONRISERS CIRCLE
The Sonrisers Circle of the United Methodist Women is
hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser for the children
and youth of our congregation on Saturday, March 23 rd
from 5:00 AM to 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.
The
suggested donation is $10.00 for adults or $25.00 for a
family. Come and join us and help send our youth to
SSP and our children to camp! Tickets will be available
at the Welcome Center in between services.
The Sonrisers is a women’s fellowship and service group that supports the
youth of our church. We meet for breakfast the third Saturday of each
month at 8:00 AM in Fellowship Hall. The spaghetti dinner will replace our
March meeting. All women are invited to join us. For more information
please contact Toni Spencer at (619) 504-8950.

Tournament
on Sunday,
Monday May
Bear Creek

Last year the events raised $15,000
and all of the proceeds went to
support the Food Pantry. That amount
represented almost half of the Food
Pantry’s annual budget with the
balance of our needs met through the
generosity of our congregation and the
surrounding community. We thank you
for your support in prior years and
hope, with your continued support, we
can exceed that amount this year.
The Bear Creek Golf Course is private
and is the premier golf course in this
area. This is a great opportunity to
play. Bear Creek has an outstanding
chef, so the dinner will be excellent.
Dinner provides a good opportunity to
mingle
with
members
of
our
congregation that you don’t see often.
There is an opportunity drawing and
silent auction at the dinner. If you or
your business have items that you
would like to donate, they would be
gratefully accepted.
Please keep the dates open, and you
will be hearing more about the events
soon.

“Even now,” declares the Lord,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Rend your heart and not your garments.
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he
relents from sending calamity.
Joel 2:12-13 (NIV)
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CARING MINISTRY
CARING MINISTRY
The MUMC Caring Ministry’s mission is to share the love of Jesus with the
church body by rendering physical, spiritual and emotional care to
those in need during times of emergency.
In December 2018, the Stephen Ministry merged with the Caring Ministry to
form one team. This blend allows us to provide services in a more coordinated
way as well leverage strengths from individuals from both ministries.
Now our ministry is looking for church members to partner with us in providing
meals for those temporarily unable to cook for themselves due to illness or
bereavement. Offering meals is one of the most fulfilling aspects of this
ministry. People who join the meal team do not need to attend meetings, they
just need to be available to provide meals as needed. And, if one is not able to
deliver the meals, arrangements can be made to deliver prepared meals. We
also continue to look for men to join our team. Some of our widows have
identified home chores they would appreciate help with. Volunteers to this
team also need not attend meetings. We just need to be able contact them if a
needs arise. To volunteer or for more information contact Eula Anyiwo at your
convenience.
Please make your needs known to us by contacting the Caring Ministry Lead,
Eula Anyiwo, at caring@murrietaumc.org or the church office at
951-677-6174. For urgent needs please call Eula directly at 909-731-6706.
Join us at our next meeting which will be held on Wednesday, March 6, 2019
at 12:00 PM in the Fellow ship Hall.

Month

Cards

Calls

Meals

Visits

Rides

Total

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov

150
146
152
138
160
148
72
142
150
142
132

30
31
26
28
31
30
32
28
30
33
30

10
8
10
10
12
0
12
12
18
11
0

13
15
20
22
19
22
19
24
28
29
23

0
0
0
0
0
0
4
3
6
4
2

203
200
208
198
222
200
139
209
232
219
187

Dec

170

36

22

28

0

256

1702

365

125

262

19

2473

Total

2019 Monthly Giving for January
Week of January 6
$19,732
Week of January 13
$ 4,905
Week of January 20
$ 9,803
Week of January 27
$15,547
Total
$49,987
Needed Monthly $50,524
Bruce Hartwig, Finance Chair
annandbruce347@gmail.com

TRAINING FOR EARLY RESPONSE
TEAMS
The news is full of disasters! Do you
feel drawn to help the survivors of these
events? ERTs fill a specific need in the
early days after a disaster to clean out
flood-damaged homes, remove debris,
place tarps on homes, and otherwise
help to prevent further damage, while
providing a caring facilitating presence.
ERTs are not a first-response group of
emergency workers nor are they
recovery, rebuild, or repair teams. ERTs
assist survivors.
The United Methodist Church will train
you to become a member of an Early
Response Team. If you are interested
in being trained to help others, there is
a scheduled training date here at MUMC
on Saturday, April 27th from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM in the youth room. Lunch will
be provided.
Training is offered to
those 18 and above. While there is no
upper age limit, all participants need to
be in good physical health. This training
needs to be renewed every 3 years. The
usual time commitment is from 3 to 5
days. For more information please
contact Wes or Carol Scott at
951- 676-5377.
Carol Scott
Missions Team

3/1

Paz Alcazar

3/1

Tresha Shaw

3/3

Nancy McNally

3/4

Tai Noa

3/5

Bob Stoops

3/6

Zenon Andrzejczak

3/7

Arabelle De Los Reyes

3/7

Jaden De Los Reyes

3/7

Nicholas Pettis

3/9

Sandee Beam

3/11

Donna Brantly

3/15

Linda Yankie

3/16

Selena Andrews

3/16

Marisa Moenho

3/18

Jeff Berkey

3/18

Michelle Quinn-Lockard

3/19

Alex Alcazar

3/20

Aletha McLain

3/21

Bryan Glassman

3/21

Ann Stricker

3/24

Alicia Dauz

3/27

Timmy Parks

3/28

Karen Shumate

3/29

Mary Fawcett

3/30

Eli Harris

3/31

Kathleen Navarro

3/31

Jacob Rivera

3/1
3/3
3/9
3/13
3/16
3/28

56 years
46 years
67 years
26 years
56 years
52 years

Bob & Carole Stoops
Tai & Tagi Faaiu
Stan & Betty Dilkey
David & Alicia Dauz
Ron & Roberta Smith
Myeong & Jong Lee

March 2019
PRAYER CALENDAR

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

1

2

Pray for our
Pantry volunteers

Pray for our
United Methodist
Men

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Pray for our
Nursery Staff

Pray for Church
Staff

Pray for our UMW
Circles

Pray for
Women’s study

Pray to fulfill our
church’s vision—
Loving God

Pray for our Food
Pantry patrons

Pray for our
United Methodist
Women

10

111

12

13

14

15

16

Pray for our
Youth and
Children’s
Ministries

Pray for Pastor
Scott and Family

Pray for our
Board of
Trustees

Pray for our
Finance Ministry

Pray to fulfill our
churches vision—
Loving Others

Pray for all who
are lonely

Pray for our
Sonriser’s Circle

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Pray for our
Men’s and
Women’s Book
Study

Pray for Pastor
Tom and Family

Pray for our
Worship Ministry

Pray for our
Missions Ministry

Pray to fulfill our
churches vision—
Serving People

Listen to God

Pray for
direction in your
life

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Pray for our
Ushers and
Greeters

Pray for our
Caring Ministry

Pray for our SPRC

Pray for our
Church Council

Pray for our
Music Ministry

Pray for all with
cancer

Pray for all who
mourn

31
Pray for spiritual
growth

Hello Friends,
The Young at Heart potluck for February was great fun!
Thanks to Tom Mathews and his ice breaker we found out
much more about each other. For our next meeting the
group will meet in the parking lot outside the church
kitchen at 9:00 AM on Saturday, March 9th to car pool to
the Scripps Aquarium in San Diego. There are group
discounts available but they are online only. It only requires 10 people to
qualify. Please RSVP to Carol Scott at 951-676-5377 or
wcscott6@verizon.net and pay your $13.50 by Sunday, March 3 in order
to get that discount. I'm sure we will have 10 or more in our group so
after we visit the aquarium we can go somewhere for lunch. Look for a
sign up sheet at the Welcome Center next to the scrip sales.
Please feel free to pass this on to others who might be interested!
Carol and Wes Scot
951-676-5377 or wcscott6@verizon.net
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CHANCEL CHOIR
The Chancel Choir is calling all singers to
join the choir as we enter the season of
Lent and we prepare for our Cantata
Sunday on March 31st. This will be a
special musical service featuring exciting
and dramatic traditional and gospel
music accompanied by narration and live
musicians. If you were looking for a
good time to join the choir, the time is
now! Please come to our rehearsals
Thursday nights in the Sanctuary at 7:00
PM or speak to Zach directly.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS

YOU ARE INVITED TO SERVE.
The Joint Commission passed a measure at
their last meeting to host a feeding program in
Tijuana for 300 Migrants that are there as a
result of some of the caravans you've been
hearing about.
An UMCOR grant to buy food and provide professional cooks has been
secured to provide 3 meals a day for 6 months. The Joint Commission is
recruiting 60 Methodist Churches including those in Cal-Pac along with
those in Northern Baja. The Mission Team at Murrieta UMC has voted to
participate in the program and chosen to serve for two consecutive
days, Saturday, April 13 and Sunday April 14. We will arrive there on
April 12th, and spend two nights at a Methodist Church in Tijuana the
evenings of the 12th and 13th and return on the 14th. You are invited
to help serve if you have a valid passport. Please contact Tom
Pilkington at 909-645-1212 or tompilkingtom@gmail.com to volunteer.
You need to bring a sleeping bag and pillow, but otherwise, there is no
cost. I am sure that God will appreciate your participation in serving His
people.
Your friend in Christ, Tom Pilkington,
President of the Joint Commission of Churches in Cal-Pac
& Churches in the Northern Baja California District
April 17th
6:30pm- 8pm
Join our Mission's Team for a fun evening, and help
provide meals to the world's most vulnerable
populations.
We are planning to match our
endeavors of last year with another 10,000 meals! Family and friends of the
church are welcome to come help!
Meg Matthews
Missions Team

The Children and Youth Choirs are
still going strong! We are always
looking for more beautiful voices, so
come on by to sing with us! Children
is from 10:15AM-11AM and Youth is
from 11AM-12PM every Sunday in
Room 10! If you want to get to know
more about us, email Selena at
selenamandrews98@gmail.com or
Christian at
dauz.christianl@gmail.com
Children’s and Youth Choir Directors

PAGES CIRCLE

PAGES Circle will meet
on Thursday, March
14th at 10:30 AM to
discuss the book The
Hidden Life Awakened by Kitty Crenshaw
and Dr. Cathy Snapp at the home of
Donna Chamberlain The book is about a
Christian woman with clinical depression
and her journey to wholeness. The book
for April is Be Still!
Departure from
Collective Madness by Gordon C. Stewart;
it contains thought provoking, poetic
essays Call Donna at 951-696-1190 for
more information.
All women of the
church are welcome.

“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites
do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they
are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your
head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious
to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father,
who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.
Matthew 6:16-18 (NIV)

Loving God, Loving Others, Serving People

MURRIETA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
24652 ADAMS AVE.
P.O. Box 602 , 92564
MURRIETA, CA 92562
Return Service Requested

Sunday Education Schedule
9:00 AM — Children’s Sunday school for Pre-K - 5th grade &
Jr. High( F/H)
9:00 AM — High school Youth—worship in the sanctuary
10:15 AM — Children’s Choir
11:00 AM — Youth choir
12:00 PM — Youth Lunch (Fellowship Hall)
12:30 PM —3:00 PM Youth Group (Youth Room)
* Nursery and Child Care are available 8:45 AM to 12:15 PM

REGULAR
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

OFFICE HOURS
M-TH 8:30 AM-3:30 PM

* Nursery and Child Care are available 8:45 a.m. to

12:15 p.m.

***No Sunday school 1st Sunday of each month—worship
with families in sanctuary
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Editor: Judy Gilmore
Deadline: Fri. Mar. 15 ,
(Due by Noon)
E-Mail articles to
judyg@murrietaumc.org
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